*    The Sleeve    *

taining. But instead of taking things easily, he thrust
himself forward and invited the slights which he in-
variably received. There were many little unpleasant-
nesses between him and Yazathingyan, but it was not
until the fourth year of the reign that a serious passage
occurred.

Early in December of that year, Usana, who had
fixed the following week for the annual ascent of
Mount Popa to consult a state oracle which was situ-
ated on its shoulder, received in public audience the
many notabilities who had come into the capital to
join in the expedition. Public audience in Pagan was
attended with a great deal of ceremony. It took place
at dawn in the outer hall of the palace, a large, pillared
apartment open on three sides and with a back wall,
through a window of which the King showed himself.
No ladies were ever present, but the Council, the cour-
tiers and the whole of the mandarinate assembled in the
hall, and, when the King became visible by the drawing
up of the curtain over his window, prostrated them-
selves on the floor. As a rule the King then addressed
certain formal questions to the ministers and, after
noticing shortly the visiting officials, disappeared be-
hind his curtain. The ceremony was calculated to im-
press persons who did not see him frequently.

On this occasion the audience proceeded in the usual
way. The occupants of the hall lay face downwards be*
fore the curtained window; music sounded; the curtain
was drawn; Usana was seen above them seated in his
window like a statue of the Buddha looking from its
niche. He had grown plumper, but he was clearly a
man who enjoyed great vigour. His face had the glow
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